MABE VISITS SCHOOLS IN MOSES KOTANE MUNICIPALITY 
The MEC for Finance Louisa Mabe visited four schools in the Moses Kotane municipality on the first two days of the re-opening of schools. The schools visited were Kgamanyane high and Ramono primary both in Moruleng village and Modise high and Mamodimokwana primary in Mantserre villages where the first day of the academic year started fairly well. She was accompanied, amongst other by officials from the department of education and representatives from the tribal office.
The purpose of her visit was to assess the schools’ readiness for the 2011 academic year and whether all the learner support materials, stationery and textbooks had been delivered on time to schools and distributed to learners and teaching was taking place.
At Kgamanyane High School, Mabe addressed learners at the morning assembly and appealed to them to take their education very serious, as it is one of the five key priorities of government. She said they must work hard, be disciplined, and show respect at all times to their educators.
She bemoaned lack of discipline among learners in township and rural schools and called on principals to ensure that both learners and teachers are in school, in class and in time.
“Teachers must be in class, in time teaching and learners must also be in class in time to learn. That is what the president said and you must ensure that happens.”
“You must make sure that you improve the matric result of this school to ensure that your school does not merge with other schools. Kgamanyane school has potential to have more learners but it is discipline and good results that will attract them,” she said in her address.
Mabe herself a former teacher at the school said that during her time, the school used to produce the best matric results despite challenges they faced at the time including inadequate resources and high learner to teacher ratio. She produced the best English results that the school never obtained in eight years.
She told learners that government has made financial assistance available through the National Student Financial Aid Scheme to assist learners from poor background whose parents cannot afford to pay for tertiary education. She also encouraged them to study at universities of technology, formerly technikons, which offer hands on practicals.
Mabe also did some counseling to a parent and student who failed his grade at Modise high and inspected the school nutrition points, to see how the food is prepared and their menu for the week. She told the cooks that it is important that learners be fed on time as some of them come to school on empty stomach and this affects their concentration in class. 

CAPTION 1: MABE ADDRESSES LEARNERS DURING HER VISIT TO SCHOOLS IN THE MOSES KOTANE MUNICIPALITY

CAPTION 2: MABE INSPECTS AND TASTES FOOD PREPARED FOR LEARNERS THROUGH SCHOOLS FEEDING PROGRAMME.
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